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The World celebrates international day of Rural Women to recognize “the critical 

role and contribution of rural women, including indigenous women, in enhancing 

agricultural and rural development, improving food security and eradicating rural 

poverty.” 

However, The Palestinian Rural Women play a significant role as peasants 

(cultivating, posturing and olive harvesting), and as freedom fighters against the 

occupation. Noteworthy, the Occupation heavily targets houses and barns in rural 

areas, and women considering the social situation, are most affected by such Israeli 

policies and practices. 

In 2021, Palestinian rural areas were hot spots for Israeli violations against their right 

to land and housing, women were in the front lines to defend their families and their 

indigenous rights, here are some of the most prominent numbers on Israeli 

Violations against rural women: 

 Israeli bulldozers demolished 170 rural family homes. 

 150 rural family shacks and barns were demolished or confiscated, leaving 

14,800 heads of sheep in the open, Palestinian women and their families had 

to collect the sheep and build new barns. Noteworthy, cattle breeding is the 

only source of income for a large number of rural families. 

 140 rural families lost 72 cisterns with a storage capacity of 14600 m3, that 

were providing domestic and barn water, in addition to providing irrigation 

water for 900 dunums of agricultural lands, which doubled the suffering for 
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rural women to provide water for their farmlands, which plays a major role in 

providing food security for the family. 

 120 rural families completely lost 7700 trees of which 60 % are olives, 

tangible and intangible damages were significant, women wildly participate 

in replanting what was uprooted and cultivating the ravaged plots. 

The Palestinian Rural Women had a significant supporting role for the family during 

the Nakba. Nowadays, daughters and granddaughters are playing a major keystone 

on keeping the Palestinian people steadfast against the occupation’s fascism, and 

under the occupation’s arbitrary displacement policies. 

Despite that, in the international day for rural women, Palestinian women are 

instrumental in the olive harvesting season, which is a joyful time for Palestinians 

as they stand idly against settlers’ assaults. During this time of a year, Palestinian 

rural women are known of chanting traditional olive harvesting songs.  

 


